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‘Julia Hobsbawm is brilliant at seeing tomorrow’s ideas 

today.’  - Joy Lo Dico, columnist, Financial Times 

‘We need big bold thinkers like Julia Hobsbawm right now 

more than ever’ Polly Mackenzie, Chief Executive, Demos  

 

The Nowhere Office: Reinventing 

Work and the Workplace of the Future 

By Julia Hobsbawm 

February 17 2022 ISBN: 9781529396522 £18.99 hardback 

 

In March 2020, millions of us left the office and began a new way of working.  Post 

covid, what happens next?  

 

In The Nowhere Office,  Julia Hobsbawm describes the biggest shift in working life 

for 100 years and argues that even as people drift back to offices the old 9-5 is never 

going to be the same again. In a panoramic book drawing on history, cutting edge 

research and data, and extensive interviews, this is the first post-pandemic book 

looking at the social, cultural and political context of the changes in the workplace. 

 

At this pivotal moment in the history of work. Julia Hobsbawm, a leading voice on 

the social health of businesses offers a strategic and practical guide.  She voices the 

problems that beset work –the endemic stagnant productivity and stress crisis that 

predated the pandemic – and asks: isn’t now the time to develop something better, 

something more meaningful, something more workable? 
 

Addressing six key shifts from time and place to networks, wellbeing and 

management, Hobsbawm argues that many of the issues we now face can be 

understood as challenges we long delayed facing - how to be a human being and a 

worker being, how to balance home life and work life, and how to cope with the 

cascade of technological opportunities and threats.  

 

She argues how and why it is possible to rise to the challenges of remote working, 

repurposing offices for more creative interaction, managing WFH teams and 

satisfying the demand for more purposeful work with greater work/life balance by 

redesigning not just the places we work but how we work. 
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Now, we have a unique opportunity to reset the world of work: when where, why 

and how we work in the future.  This book offers a clear analysis of where we have 

gone wrong before, in companies and in the wider society, and why now is the 

moment to get it right. 

 

Critical acclaim for Julia Hobsbawm and The Nowhere Office  
 

‘A masterwork. It describes the changing patterns of work and our ambivalence 

about losing so many of the old certainties whilst trying to embrace 

change. important and enduring.’ William Eccleshare, Chairman and CEO, Clear 

Channel 

‘Julia Hobsbawm brings a unique perspective to the debate about the future world 

of work – that of someone who is able to look back and look forward at the same 

time. Her observations and suggestions should be read by everyone who employs, 

or plans to employ, others.’ Professor Heather McGregor, CBE FRSE PFHEA, Executive 

Dean, Edinburgh Business School, Heriot-Watt University  

‘Where else are you going to find such enlightening insights into the future of 

work?’  James Bell VP Pew Research Centre 

‘Her thinking demands and inspires huge change’ Good Business  

 

Julia Hobsbawm writes about work culture, work-life balance, and the age of 

overload. She is Chair of The Demos Workshift Commission and Founder and Chair 

of Editorial Intelligence. She writes for Strategy + Business, and for outlets including 

the OECD network.  In 2021 she was listed in the HR Most Influential List. Her book 

The Simplicity Principle won Best Business Book of 2020 whilst Fully Connected was 

shortlisted for Management Book of the Year. She was awarded an OBE for services 

to business and regularly speaks to global audiences in government, public and 

private sectors. 

 

Basic Books UK: Tomorrow’s Ideas, Today  
  
Basic Books UK is a new imprint of John Murray Press, run by Publishing Director Sarah Caro.  It 
publishes a wide range of leading, original voices from the worlds of politics, history, economics, 
science, sociology and literature, providing readers with a sense of the interconnectedness of ideas 
and institutions that determine how we live, work and feel. Through accessible writing from around 
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the world that surprises and informs, Basic Books UK explores the key issues that affect us daily, 
both as individuals and as society.  
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